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FOREWORD 



in the /spririg'of 1975 thf Illinois State Board of Education called for the 
appointment of a committee of nonpublic school representatives to review 
possible policies and guidelines cQheerriirignohpublic elementary and 
secondary schools. The Committee for Establishing Standards for Nonpublic 
Schools was appointed with twenty-one persons representing the Illinois 
Advisory Committee on ^Nonpublic Schools, the Catholic Dioceses, the Illinois 
Cathol ic Conference, ahd administrative organizations. The committee was 
convened in October 1975 and made jts first report to the State Board in 
January" 1976. The report titled "Position Paper on the Relationship of 
Nonpublic Schools and the Illinois State Board of Education" stated the 
following: 

"Each citizen of the state of Illinois has a right to an ^ 
opportunity to obtain an education sufficient for the 
v development of the individual's capabilities. This 
* fundamental goal of education is set fofth in the Illinois 
State Constitution, Article- 10, Section 1. 

The primary objlfg^tion for the education of the child belongs 

to the parents'.^ The state derives its right to provide . 

education to the extent that the state acts for the parents. 

Formal education in our society is generally carried out 

within the framework of a school . It remains the parents 1 

right and obi i^atiori to select for the education of the chi Id 
either a publ ic tSir rionpubl ic school . 

- \ ' • 

Recognizing that som<| of the aims of the nonpublic schools 
are different from tnose of public schools and that the 
financial bases for nonpublic schools are also different from 
public schools, thgljlinois State Board of Education shall 
not establish recognition policies which are identical for 
both types of. schools,. Rather, the Board will assume the 
integrity of those nonpublic schools which are organized and 
operated in accordance with the principles of the state and 
federal constitution. 

In providing education opportunities for all its citizens, 
the state shall : * 

A. As its primary responsibi 1 ity to nonpubl ic school^, 
provide information and services. 

B. Protect its citizens from fraud and abuse. 

C. Provide a process of mandatary registration of nonpubl ic 

SChOOlS; „ 

D. Provide a process of voluntary recognition of nonpubl ic 
school Si" 

• ■ *s j ■ 

The Illinois State Board of Education Tfas establ ished pol icies and _[<_ 
guide! ines to insure the integrity af nonpublic schools. These policies and 
guidel ines were developed in consultation with the Committee for 
Establishing Standards for Nonpubl ic Schools. 
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The Illinois State Board of Education is authori zed' by statute (see Appendix 
A) to deteronine policies and guidelines with respect to private (nonpublic) 
elementary and secondary school s in Illinois; These policies and guidelines 
are advisory and request what is considered to be desirable action. Tne 
il'HncHs State Bo^rd of Education has adopted the following policies for the 
registration- and voluntary recognition of nonpublic elementary and Secondary 
schools: 

_ __ _ __ __* 

N onpublic elementary and secondary school registration— That all 
nonpublic elementary and secondary schools in the staite _of^H1 inois be 
registered on ah annual basi§; such registration to be. conipl eted i h 
conformance with procedures to be prescribed by the Illinois State Board 
of Education. Information required for satisfactory Registration shall 
incl ude*assurances of compliance with federal and' state laws regarding 
health examination and immunization, attendance, length of term, 
nondiscrimination, and with applicable fire and health safety 
requirements. This policy to be in effect duly 1, 1977, amended 
December 11 , 1980. ' 

NoTipubl i r pigmentary and Secondary schpnl rpcngniti on—That all 
nonpublic elementary and, secondary 'school s in the state of Illinois may 
voluntarily seek the status of "Nonpublic School Recognition" by the 
Illinois State Board of Education. 

Certificate of Nonpublic School Reco<rtiti on--Such status may be obtained 
by compl iance* with administrative guidelines and review procedures as 
prescribed by the Illinois State Board of Education. Such guidelines 
^nd procedures shall take. into account the recognized diversity of 
nonpublic schools and shall not impinge upon the noneducational ^ 
relationships between such schools and their clientele. * • 

It is intended by the Illinois State Board of Education that nonpublic 
schools receiving the, Certificate of Nonpublic School Recognition shall ? 
be viewed by all educational institutions and organizations as havi ng i 



state-approved educational programs. Furthermore, such certification 
should, mean that the attendance of .children' at such schools shall not be 
a barrier to participation in organized extracurricular activities or to 
acceptance by secondary and post secondary educational institutions. 

*• 

Requests for additional information, procedures, and materials for 
registration and recognition of nonpublic elementary and secondary schools' 
according to these policies and guidelines should be directed to: 



II 1 i nois State Board of Education 

Department of Recognition and Supervision 
Nonpublic School Approval Section 
100 North First Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62777 



Registration and recogmitiow 
l.ocjj nonpublic elementary and secondary schools: definitions 



1.01 Nonputx1id^Schoot --A school which 1 is -established to serve a 
particular educational purpose(s) but isncct established arid . 

* operated by a public school board qf educations 

^ _ ^ _ _ - : ; 

1.02 Registration —A school is^registered when it has filed with 
the Illinois State Board of Education a ."Noripubl ic School 

- Registration, Enrollment and Staff Report'^ furnishing such 
vf^evidence as required to a§sure compliance with federal and 
state lav^s regarding heanxl examination arid irnnunization, 
attendance, length of term, nondiscrimination, arid with 
applicable fire and health safety requirements. 

1.0J Recognition— A school is recognized when it voluntarily elects 
to conform with the minimum requirements as determined by the 
Illinois State Board of Education arid set forth Mh this 
dpcument. 

2.00 NONPUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY S6H00L (N-12) REGISTRATION 

. 2.0V Registration involves the following information and aetioris: 

j _ _ • 

A. All rioripublic schools in the state of Illinois shall 
complete and submit annually through the appropriate 
Regional Superintendent of Schools to the Illinois State 

1 Board of Education a "Nonpublic Elementary arid 'Secondary 
> Registration, Enrollment arid Staff Report." 

B. 1 The school year calendar shall consist of a minimum of 

. * 175 d&ys of rib less tffari five hours of instruction, or a 

yearly total of 880 hours of instruction. , , . 

C. The school shall comply with prevailing state of local 
7 fire safety requirements and shall make available on 

request written evidence of regular inspection. 

D. The school *shali comply with applicable federal and state 
laws regarding ndhdiscrimi nation. 

E. The school shall maintain evidence of compliance with 
' Child Heal th Examination and Immunization laws. 



3.00 NONPUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL (N-12)' RECOGNITION 

3.01 To gain recognition, the responsible official of a registered 
nonpublic school shall submit to the Illinois State Board of 
Education, Department of Recognition and Supervision,' 

Nonpubl ic School Approval Section, a request for an 

_ . appl i cation and official visit for purposes of achieving 

recognition. Staff of 6 the Nonpublic School Approval Section 
will review the schooV s Registration Report, cownunicate with 
the school and visit the school to evaluate its operations and 
programs. - 
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3.02 A school will be penodldujly visited for purposes of 
determining recognition status based on an evaluation ih terms 
of its progress in meett^g its stated philosophical arid 
operational goals and specified program objectives. . * 

* 

3.03 The evaluation team will nprmally be composed of a _ ^ 

representative from the Illinois State Board of Education, 
Nonpublic -School Approval Section, the Office of the Regional 

Superintendent of Schools, a public school I and a nonpublic 

school. The administrative details of eacfr school evaluation 
will be mutually. determi ned. 

3.04 Upon review of the evaluation report wfiich will include the 
recommendation of the Nonpublic School Approval SecttDn, the 

fl . State Superintendent of Education will grant one of the : . ^ 
following: * * 
. • -• i 

A. Full Recogni tion --granted to a^registered school^ that 
voluntarily requests evaluation and meets, the criteria 
contained in these guidelines (Section 3.00 through 7.00). 

B. Probationary Recogni tion —assigned \o a school^which is 
found to possess certain deficiencies in criteria 
contained in theseguidelines but are not so serious as 
to deny' recognition. This status ;i^]^ warning that the 
school must make specified improvements Within.one 
calendar year from the date of assignment; * 

C. Nonrecognitibn —assigned to a school whieh substantially 
fails to meet criteria in these guidelines as determined 
by on-site evaluations. A school receiving such _ 
nonrecogni tion may reapply after requesting consultation 
With the Nonpublic School Approval Section. 

3.05 School officials will be notified of the recognition^ status , 

and, if approved, a Certificate of Nonpublic School r * • 

Recognition will be sent to the school. ^ 

3.06 Continued recognition will be based upon the submi ssion of 
annual reports to the Illinois State Board of Education and 
periodic visits to the school. m ^ 

' • 1 

3.67 A responsible school official who wishi^to appeal a 

recommended status of Probationary Recognition or 0 _ m 
Nonrecogni tion may do so by f i 1 i ng a ' format statement of 
appeal within fourteen (14) days of the, receipt- of the letter 
of notification of the recommended status. The appeal notice * 
shall be submitted to the Assistant Superintendent, ^Department 
of Recognition and Supervision, Illinois State Boar*a of g 
Education, with a copy to the appropriate Regional _ 
Superi ntendent. Wi thi n thirty (300 days of receipt of the 

appeal notice, the^ Assistant Superintendent, Department of 

. Recognition and Supervision, Will convene an Appeals Committee * 
which will conduct a hearing and will review all the pertinent 
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information, including the procedures which Jed. to the. __ 
recommended recognition statlis. The school official shall 
have the opportunity, to present- evidence that the pPdgram or 
serviee in question adequately satisfies the Guidelines, 

The five-member Appeals committee shall be composed* of three 
assistant super ihtS^derits and a member of the legal staff. from 
the Illinois State BSard M Education; The fifth member 6f 
the Appeals Gdrrjmittee shall be appointed by the State _ _ 
Superintendent of Education arid will not be an employee of the 
Illinois State Board of Education. TheChair shall be 
appointed by the^Starte Superi ntende«t of Education. The 
Committee's findings shall be forwarded to tJie State 
Superintendent of Education, with a. specific recommendation. 
Th& decision of the State Superintendent of Education, who iiiay- 
aecept or. reject the committee's recommendation, shall £e a 
final administrative decision. - : 

The responsible. school official shall be nptif ied of the ^ 
decision within thirty (30) days of theteonclusion of the 
heari ng. ^ „ . j 



* 
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RECOGNITION GUIDELINES 

. i . ; S.. 

4.. 00 NONPUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL (N-12) GOVERNANCE 

4.01 Organization: » Pdl ieies and Philosophy ' i 

_.i - -/ r ■ - ' a 

A. Each school or school system shall identify and describe 
■ its policies and, its policy-making procedure. . 

B. The sc^ol 1 S philosophy, purpose, arid objectives shall be 
- clearly expressed arid approved by its governance. 

* *• > - - 

C. The school shall identify arid describe its means for 
Jtomplyirig with applicable federal arid state laws 

; ^^regardirig ridndiscrimi nation for students arid personnel > 

• 4.02 Administration: Supervision arid Plaririirig - 

The * adhini strati orN and supervtsi on of the school shall be 
the chi-ef respbrisibil ity of a designated individual or 
: individuals. 

B. Documentation of effective* pi anriing^ operation ^ 
evaluation and reporting shall be maintained. 

C. Proviision shall be made for continuity- and articulation^ 
of the program of studies and the progression of students 
and their record within and between Softools. 

5.00 NONPUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY (N-12) INSTRUCTIONAL PROGF^MS AND 
SERVICES 

v 5.01 Instructional Programs: Philosophy and Curriculum 

r 

A. The educational program shall be developed from the 
school \s philosophy , special purposes and objectives, 
from a knowledge of the educational and developmental 
needs of its students and shall serve ^Jthe educational 
functions for which the school exists. 

B. The curriculum shall place emphasis upon the development 
of knowledge, skills and to its" 

^ student body in accordance with its stated purpose, goals 

and objectives* Such a turri^ju+tmi shall: 

provide learning experiences which may include, but. 
are rifrt limited to, the following: language arts, 
mathematics, science, social science, health and 
safety, physical education; fine arts, arid practical 
% arts; _ <f 
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2. 'f activate the development of .skills ^ sueli as: 

readiKg^ HMtlng^pell ing^ 1 istehihg^ ^expresslhg • 
idea^ speaking clearly ^critical thirikiricj; Usirig_ 
b a S/T c /ma th ema tical c omp utati o rr, : observing carefully ; 
so/ving problems, participating effectively in 
groups, healthy living, enjoying aesthetic . 
Experiences, Understanding. career development, 
rlarification of individual values. 



f 



C. The. school 's program shall^ consist of a minimum of 176 
days of no less thin five cljjSck hours of 1nstruction, N o«u 
880 clcjfck hours of instruction within each school year; 

/ x Ar 

D. Schools shall describe the provisions they. make for 

' students of different talents , Intellectual capacities* 
and interests, as .far as these are Compatible with the 
special functions of the school . J 

E. Schools shall provide a total- pattern of Instruction, 
Including such special components as: 

1 , ? instructional objectives, 
2r ~ planning by teachers* 

3. the selection and use of varied types of learning u 
materials and experience's, 

4. the/adaptation of organizational and ins true tiofiafc 
procedures to pupil needs, * 

5. the use of varied evaluation instruments and 
procedures. 

' i " 

F . Upper el ementary and secondary school s stfal 1 provi de 
Instruction in the history of the United States and 
representative government. 



A program of inservice education shall be maintained to 
stimulate continued Improvement of teaching and » 
curriculum. 

5.0? Extra-el^rssroom Activities: Development of Leadership and 
Social Skills 1 y 




Schools sftafV foster an appropriate intellectual, cultural^ 
and social climate; pwojnote growth in student leadership and 
social interaction skills; and encourage special student 
interests through a diversified and balanced program of, 
extra-classroom ac ti vi ti es; / « 



/ - 5.03 Pupil Services:* Diagnosis arid Services 

/ 

/ 



School s H shal] provide pupil services for all students arid 
particularly far those unable /to gain maximum benefit from the 
usual school experiences. A record of health examinations arid 
immunizations as required by/law shall be established arid 
maintained. Such services should also* include: 



1. health services;/ 
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2. physical - 9 socio-emotiona>, Hierital testing arid 
diagnosis; 

3. medical examiriatioris including physical dental , 
vision and hearing screening, and medical records 
maintenance; 

, - 4. . educational , vocational, soeial-eivie, and personal 
guidance services; 
5. where applicable, special education services and 
• \ instruction for exceptional students. 

6.00V NONPUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL (N-12) FACILITIES AND 

SUPPORT SERVICES ; * 

6.01 School Facilities: Building Safety and Fire Standards 

A. The site shall be accessible to the school population, as 
free as possible from traffic hazards arid distraeting 
noises arid flirictidrial for the instructional program. 

;_« r 

~* B. The building shall be clean arid kept in good repair. 

Proper precautions shall be taken to protect pupils and 
* employees from injury. 

C. Schools shall be in compl iaricewitli applicable standards 
, for heating* ventilation arid illumiriatiori. 

D. ' Schools shall comply with prevailing state or local fire 

safety codes. 

6f02 School Food Services: Balanced Meals and Service Operations 

A. If a school provides 'food service* the school shall offer 
a variety of wen-balanced meals in accordance with s 

' local, state, and federal regulations. 

B. Schools which receive reimbursement for food programs 
-.shall follow state/federal guidelines for the operation 

of the program, record keeping, and claims filing. 



7.00 NONPUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL (N-12) PERSONNEL 
QUALIFICATION? 



7.01 Teachers and oth^r professional staff jiembers shall hold a 

baccalaureate degree or equivalent formal education. However, 
a school may employ teachers or other professional staff on 
the basis of demonstrated competence in lieu of a 
baccalaureate degree or its equivalent' 

7.02. Teachers must demonstrate competency iru teaching students 'at 
the particular level of assignment arid disp1a| proficiency in 
their assigned areas. T 



10 
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7.03 The admini strator( s) 1 of*the school shall demonstrate to its 
governance competency in administration^ supervision and 
rela ted ^dmirv i^trative fields., 

Ty^t 

7.04 The school' shall identify and describe specifically the 
measure used to determine .competency dr. equivalency in its ; 
selection of teachers or administrators who have less than 
baccalaureate' degree or equivalent formal education. 

7.05 The school shall evaluate arid actively encourage teachers to 
improve teaching competency. 

7.06 Policies and procedures for staff selection and assignment - 
shall comply with^ federal and state regulations pertaining to 

• nondiscrimination*. 
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APPENDIX A . - ; 

PE RTINENT feflONS OF PUBLIC SCHOOL 
LAWS 6F iLLlNOly RELATING TO NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS 



Illinois Regised_Statytes 
Chapter 122 - Schools 



Article 1A. State Board of Education 
Section 1 A-4 Further powers arid duties of the Board. £ 
Paragraph C m "i 

The duties^of the State Board of Education shall encompass all duties' 
currently delegated to the Office of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction and such-other duties as the General Assembly shall designate. 
The Board 'shall be responsible for the educational policies and guidelines 
for public and private schools, pre-school through grade 12 and Vocational 
Education in the State of Illinois. The Board shall analyze the present and 
future'aims, needs, and requirements of education in the State of II linois 
and recommend to the General. Assembly the powers which should be exercised 
by the Board. The Board shall recommend the passage and the legislation 
necessary to determine th$ .appropriate relationship between the Board and 
local boards of education, and the various Staite agencies and shall 
recommend desirable modifications in the laws which affect schools. ^ 

8 Article 26 Pupils - Compulsory Attendance : 
Section 26.-1 Compulsory school ; age— Exemptions. 

Whoever has custody or control of any^chi^d between the ages of 7 and 16 
years shall cause such child to atteno^some publ ic school in the district * 
wherein the child resides the entire time it is in session during the 
regular school; term, except as provided in Section 10—19.1; provided that * 
the following children shall not be required to attend the public schools: 

1. Any child attending private or a parochial school where 

children are taught the branches of education taught to children 
of corresponding agg and. grade in the public schools, arid where 
the instruction of the chiTdfriri the branches of education is in 
the English language. 

Article 27. Courses of Study—Special Instruction 

Section 27-8^1 Health Examinations arid Immunizations (P;A. 81-184) 

(1 ) in compliance with rules and regulations which the Department of- Publ ic 
Health shall promulgate, arid except as hereinafter provided, all children in 
Illinois shall have a health examination as follows: * 
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Within brie year prior to entering kindergarten -qp- the first grade of any 
public* private or parochial elementary school \ upon entering the fifth and 
ninth grades_bf any public, private, or parochial school* prior to entrance 
into any public, _ pri v§te or parochial nursery school \ and* irrespective of 
grade, immediately prior to or upon entrance into any public* private or 
parochial school, or nursery school , each chil d shall present proof of 
having been examined in accordance with this Section and the rules and * 
regulations promulgated hereunder. Additional heal th examinations *of pupils' 
may be required when deemed necessary by school authori ties. ^ , r 

(2) The Department of Public Health shall promulgate rules and regulations 
specifying the examinations and procedures which shall constituted a heal th * 
exami nation. J 

(3) Every chil d shall , at or about the same time as he receives! a heal th 
examination required by subsection (1 ) of this Section, present zo the local 
school , proof of having received such immunizations against preventable 
communicable diseases as the Department of Public Heal th shall require by 
rules' and regulations promulgated pursuant to this Section and "An Act in 
relation to the prevention of certain communicable dis-eases," approved 
July 5, 1967, as amended. 
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